
 

 

 

ROSA PARKS and DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  
look back on the path that led up to a tipping point of 

the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Taken 
written & directed by Barbara Colaciello 

Through this dynamic presentation students: 
• Actively engage American History. 
• Examine their beliefs regarding race relations. 
• Empathize with others, experiencing a different perspective than their own. 
• Understand and identify the dynamics of bullying and aggression. 
• Think more deeply about how the Civil Rights Movement has changed our world. 

the event that changed everyth ing  
 
 
 

 
 

 

a d i f ferent k ind of p lay .  
  

 

 a d i f ferent k ind of assembly . 
 Our program incorporates: 

• Interactive call and response and a multimedia sl ideshow. 
• Post-performance Q&A with the playwright and actors.  
• A Study Guide for teachers to prepare students for the production. 
  

 a d i f ferent k ind of bus r ide . 
 

Seat’s 
This 
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synops is 
  

This Seat’s Taken 
written & directed by Barbara Colaciello 

a l l  about the product ion 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This Seat's Taken takes audiences on a journey with Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
as they look back on the events and teamwork that led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a 
watershed moment in the Civil Rights Movement. Beginning with 11-year-old Parks sitting on 
the porch with her grandfather in Pine Level, Alabama, the play examines, with humor and 
sensitivity, defining moments in her path as a change-maker. Along the way, we meet the 
people who influenced Rosa Parks: Clifford Durr, the white activist lawyer;  Edgar Nixon, the 
director of the NAACP; and preacher Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. Together they change history.  

Geared for audiences 4th grade to adult. 
 

RUNNING TIME:  55 minutes 
 

CAST:  3 actors who play multiple roles 
 

SET: Load in a rocking chair, desk and 
chair. Bus is created with 16 chairs usually 
provided by the venue. Slide show 
presentation. Projector required.    
 

This Seat’s Taken meets a number of the 
Next Generation Standards for 3rd 
through 8th grades. Here is a sampling: 
Social Studies (American History, Civics 
and Government), Language Arts 
(Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, 
Comprehension and Collaboration), and 
Theater (Critical Thinking and Reflection, 
Historical and Global Connections).  

 

product ions deta i l s 
  

 

meet ing the standards 
  

To book ,  cont act  us  a t  ( 904 )  755 - 8 722 |  b abs . c o l a@gma i l . c om 
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This Seat’s Taken 
written & directed by Barbara Colaciello 

To  book ,  cont act  us  a t  ( 904 )  755 - 8 722 |  b abs . c o l a@gma i l . c om 
 
 
 
 

 
 

what peop le are say ing . . .  
 
 
 
 

 
 

“This was the 
best field trip  
I have ever 
experienced in 
my seven years 
of teaching!” 
 
— 5th grade teacher, 
Duval County Public 
Schools 

 

student responses 
  

“This Seat's Taken 
exemplifies the 
power of the arts 
to teach and to 
transform. Kudos 
to Barbara and the 
brilliant actors...” 

— Hope McMath, Director, 
Cummer Museum of Art 

This Seat’s Taken has been performed for 
students and community members at 
number of venues and schools in the 
Jacksonville area: 
Pine Forest Elementary 
J. Allen Axon Montessori 
Holy Rosary Catholic School 
Sallye B. Mathis Elementary 
The Noble School 
St. Pius Parish Middle School 
New Leaf School 
Players by the Sea Theater 
Museum of Science & History Jacksonville 
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens 

 
 

 

where we ’ve been 
  “I had no idea that Rosa Parks 

trained as an activist and worked at 
the NAACP!” 

“I didn’t know that Rosa Parks had 
white friends too!” 

“I learned that Rosa Parks sat down 
in the back of the bus—not in the 
front—when she was arrested.” 

“My favorite part was when Dr. 
King gave his ‘I have a dream’ 
speech because I have always loved 
hearing that speech.”  


